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HGD-CAC Meeting Minutes for February 27, 2019 
 

Introductions 

Chair: John Repsold, Chair, presiding and offered opening welcome. 

 

Present:  Sarah Fincham, Chair Elect; Ian Sullivan, Secretary; Homer Todd, Past Chair; 

Heather Beebe-Stevens, Member-at-Large; Sasha Carey, Spokane Medical Society; Nikki 

Lockwood, Member-at-Large; Temira Hatch, Member-at-Large; Heather Beebe-Stevens, 

Member-at-Large;  Alan Chatham, Member-at-Large; Rachel Todd, PPGWNI; Jason Soucinek, 

Project Six19; Kristina Poffenroth, Lutheran Community Services Northwest; Kirsten 

Duncan, SRHD; Sasha Carey, Spokane Co. Medical Society; Glendie Loranger, Life Services 

Spokane; Kara Buller, Member-at-Large Alternate; Molly Merkle, Member-at-Large Alternate; 

Deana Brower, SPS Board of Directors; Heather Bybee, SPS Director of Secondary 

Curriculum; Stephanie Splater, Coordinator F&H; Chelsea Jones, SPS RN; Tara Luedke, SPS 

Curriculum Secretary; Students & Advisors from the Community School and Lewis & Clark 

High School. 

 

1. Review Minutes 

Minutes from 1/23/19 HGD-CAC meeting reviewed. 

Motion: Homer Todd moves to approve the minutes as written 

Second: Temira Hatch seconded motion 

Vote:  Thirteen voting members present; Yes-10; No-0, Abstain-2 

Motion to approve 1/23/19 minutes as written passes. 

 

2. Old Business 

9th Grade Implementation 

SPS Staff shared staff responses from teachers since having taught the curriculum in 1st 

semester. Will be surveying teachers & students about the experience.  

Member suggests surveying parents as well.  

Member asked about opt-outs. Staff shared that there haven’t been any concerns at this 

time, but they are collecting data.  

3. New Business 

 Introduction of student representatives 

 Advisors & students introduced to the committee. Their role as student voice was 

reviewed.  
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Proposed 8th grade curriculum 

 Day by day review of proposed curriculum commenced. 
 

Day 1 
Sarah Fincham likes the ground rules on day 1, they set a tone of respect. 
Rachel Todd suggests that it may be good for students to have voice around ground rules 
  
 

Day 2 
Heather Beebe-Stevens likes the opinion-based activity, written to that we aren’t invalidating 
any opinions. 
Temira Hatch appreciates the changes made to the scenarios, notes that they are more real 

world and relatable. 
 
Jason Soucinek wonders if it would be helpful to have a guide for the teachers around what 
is and isn’t healthy.  
 
Student comments they like the scenarios that have grey areas, because it can be hard to see 
that when you are in the relationship. 
 
Nikki Lockwood comments about being consistent with pronoun use (They, she, he or them 
her, him) in the note about language, ‘…instead of ‘her’ or ‘him’…” should read “...instead of 
‘she’ or ‘he’…”   
 
Heather Beebe-Stevens comments to review this in the scenarios as well, there are some 
grammar issues to clear up.  
   
Glendie asks students if the relationship cards are realistic. The students agree that they 

have seen or heard about these scenarios at school. Student comments that especially the 

ones around text is important as technology becomes more incorporated into daily lives. 

A student suggests adding a breakup scenario or two as that is very common at this age.  

 

Day 3  

Sarah Fincham found the instructions in the activity a bit confusing, specifically around the 

question -What can you do – May be clearer if changed to what can a bystander do. 

Member comments that the scenario is realistic, but language isn’t quite there - ‘sure am’ 

isn’t common language. Students comment that some kids may just go straight to fighting, 

but suggest that it could be changed to ‘maybe, what are you…’   

Sarah Fincham likes that the first scenario is common, but not sexual decision making, and 

then the lesson leads into more complex sexual decision making. Specifically likes step 5 in 

this lesson. 

Glendie Loranger would like to see some additional clarity in what students are talking to 

parents about. The accompanying homework sheet is shared with committee for review.   
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Students share that they also appreciate how the examples progressed from less serious to 

more. 

 

Day 4 

Member suggests adding a note asking teachers to pause the video at the end so students 

can see the graphic. 

Kristina Poffenberger brings up activity 2, where students read the article. This article talks a 

lot about date rape drugs, which isn’t super common. Kristina states that it is important for 

students to know that alcohol is the most frequently used date rape drug. 

Kristina also comments that victims have 120 hours after a sexual assault, rather than 72 

stated in the article.   

Rachel Todd asks if LCSNW has a resource area on their site. Kristina states that they do 

not, but the RAINN website would be a good resource. 

Kristina comments that the Break The Cycle website, which students review, mentions 

advocates but she wants students to know that victims have a legal right to advocates. 

Kristina also brings up that there a lot of national resources, but the list is not localized. She 

would like to see local resources included, would like to see DV resource as well. 

Student asks about whether there will be a bigger conversation about consent. They have 

noticed that other students don’t always know/understand what consent is, what it 

looks/sounds like, how to tell if someone is able to consent, and that consent can be 

revoked. 

Staff shares that we have a professor at EWU reviewing our consent materials. HS has a 

specific consent lessons in Grade 9, but not here. Committee agrees that more consent 

material could be added. 

Student shares that consent needs to be taught very early, as situations come up much 

earlier than some would expect.  

Staff asks committee if Day 3 would be a good place to incorporate that, connecting it to the 

decision-making process and lead into consent. 

Committee agrees in full to the add.  

Rachel Todd suggests weaving consent into all lessons, showing the role of consent in each 

topic. 

Student adds that students should be encouraged to be confident in their consent, has seen 

situations where people aren’t sure if they gave consent or not, and students see a lot of grey 

areas around consent.  

Sarah Fincham likes the video in this lesson, but they defined sexual assault as ‘you said 

no’, and someone convinces/forces you. It is more realistic that someone is coerced into 

things.  
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Alan Chatham agrees and comments about the complexity of situations in which these 

things happen.  

Student shares that consent ties into the Healthy/Unhealthy Relationship cards, students 

also need to know how to handle someone being upset because of not being given consent. 

Also comments that people have sex to prevent someone from leaving a relationship. 

Student comments that consent can be withdrawn at any time and having that reinforced in 

this material is important.  

Staff asks committee about adding a full consent lesson on Day 2 and having that become 

the anchor for the lessons. 

Glendie Loranger asks for student input on when consent should be discussed.  

Students reply that the earlier the better because it affects so many aspects of life.  

Staff shares about the SEL curriculum that is being piloted at the secondary level, and how 

that compliments much of this material.  

Students share that sometimes they feel that saying no is mean or bad, and if there is a way 

to address that as well it could be helpful for many students.  

Jason Soucinek comments about pornography and how it is anonymous and readily 

available, often depicts aggressive acts, and teaches that no actually means yes. States that 

studies show a direct correlation between adolescents obtaining cell phones and viewing 

pornography. Thinks being able to speak about that in relation to consent, etc.  

Molly Merkle comments about working with children on consent and how quickly the they 

understand consent when it is introduced at an early age.  

Student asks Jason Soucinek to clarify what he wants addressed with students and 

pornography. Jason responds that he wants students to know that if they haven’t seen 

pornography, then they may at some time, and wants them to be aware of the impacts that 

could have on them.  

Committee discusses how pornography is handled in the 9th grade materials, the exploitation 

lesson and plans to expand on it.  

Glendie Loranger asks if we can add a similar lesson to 8th grade.  

Rachel Todd says that if we are going to delve into pornography then we should add in media 

literacy as the lessons are applicable to both.  

Students agree that addressing the pornography online and in media should be included 

here. Also discussing actors and the consent that comes before hand when they agree to act 

a certain way in a show/movie/etc. As well as that the scenarios you see in TV aren’t real life 

and aren’t meant to occur in real life.   

Staff asks to clarify if the committee is seeking an addition of two lessons - Media 

discernment/literacy & exploitation/pornography 

Glendie Loranger asks students if media literacy is something that they have learned about.  
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Student shares that she is currently learning about how to dissect media and its messaging 

through English.  

Another student comments that he is learning in Social Studies about navigating social 

media and other media. 

 

Day 5 

Alan Chatham asks at what point we talk about menstruation 

Staff shares that it is very early, begins around 4th grade 

Sarah Fincham comments that she was tracking standards and found two that do not 

appear to be cited – Identify physical, emotional & social effects of sexual activity (H1.Se1.8b) 

& Describe the physical, social, mental and emotional changes that occur during adolescence 

(H1.Se2.8). 

Staff will review standards.  

Staff comments on slide seventeen, would like to see some additional explanation – elaborate 

on the last two sentences.  

Committee has discussion around presenting this lesson in different ways- videos, puzzles, 

group discussion, jeopardy style game, and how students learn and engage in different ways. 

May be good to present options at this level so that teachers can use the knowledge of their 

class/students to teach material.  

Committee agrees that the material is good and giving teachers options on delivery is a good 

idea.  

Kirsten Duncan suggests adding mention of why we are reviewing the material that we know 

they have seen before, to show relevance. 

Student comments that they recall only seeing videos at this grade level, so they like the idea 

of giving teachers options and the different ways we are presenting materials.  

Suggestion about creating a labeling activity that can be done in pairs or small groups.  

Day 6 

Article link didn’t work in updated material.  

Heather Beebe-Stevens asked students about their thoughts on the homework in this lesson, 

and whether recording gender messaging would be helpful. Students like the homework idea. 

Sarah Fincham asked where the follow up for the homework would be, may need to add note 

to teacher to follow up at start of next class.  

Jason Soucinek comments that the follow up is very important and should be called for in 

the teacher’s material. He also thinks that for this homework activity it may be helpful to 

have some specific questions rather than leaving it so general.  
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Sarah Fincham liked all three of the videos in this lesson. They are objective, thought 

provoking and informative.  

Nikki Lockwood comments about using the word decision in the activity description, noting 

that for some people their identity isn’t a decision. Maybe using the word attitudes or another 

word would be more inclusive.  

Kirsten Duncan agrees and comments that comparing identity to career is not a good 

comparison. The two sentences used before the homework activity would be good to use in 

place of the decision sentence.  

Alan Chatham comments that this lesson may get reworked with the additional of the media 

lesson. 

Committee discusses how to proceed at next meeting. The plan is to revisit the new Day 6 

lesson, as well as the two lessons being added, and then move forward to remaining lessons. 

 

 Next Regular Meeting: March 27, 2019, 1:00-3:00pm, SPS Boardrooms 

 
Meeting adjourned at 3:00PM. Fourteen voting members present including chair who presided 
over meeting.  

 


